Allison Porter, Miss Seattle 2004

Platform: Cancer Research and Education

Cancer claims the lives of more than 1,500 Americans daily.  Almost one in every two American men and one in three American women will be diagnosed with cancer at some point in their lifetime.  My aunt was diagnosed with ovarian cancer nine years ago and since that time I have seen the horrific effects that this disease has on the lives of its victims and their families.  

My platform focuses on lowering the mortality rate due to cancer through prevention and research.  Many types of cancer are preventable if individuals are educated on methods of decreasing their chances and are encouraged to take such measures.  Forming habits such as eating several servings of fruits and vegetables daily, abstaining from smoking, and avoiding excessive sun exposure can significantly reduce an individual’s risk for cancer.  

The mortality rate of other types of cancer, such as breast, cervical, prostate, and colorectal cancer, is reduced through early detection.  Education helps individuals to know when to begin receiving screenings for these cancers, and policy often determines whether or not Americans have the resources to receive screenings, treatments, and access to clinical trials.  

As a research technician at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, I have a firsthand look on the benefits of scientific research: new and better treatments are constantly being developed and as a society we are slowly coming to understand the intricacies of this disease and its impact on the human body.  We must continue to fund scientific projects aimed at developing treatments and finding a cure for cancer.  

My most recent volunteer activities with respect to my platform include:

· American Cancer Society: District Captain.  Serving as the 36th Congressional District Captain for the ACS, in January of 2004 I testified before the Washington State Senate Health Committee supporting SB 5791, in favor of smoke-free public places.  Following my testimony I was selected to lobby with the American Cancer Society in Washington, D.C. as part of a coalition called One Voice Against Cancer.  On April 20th 2004, I met with Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell as well as the legislative aides for Congressmen Jim McDermott, Brian Baird, George Nethercutt, and Jay Inslee.  I urged them to support an 8.5% increase of federal appropriations for the National Institutes of Health and a 30.1% increase for the National Cancer Institute in fiscal year 2005.  Because SB 5791 and HB 1868 died in legislative session this year, I am currently supporting I-890, which will make all indoor public places in Washington State smoke free.  This will prevent hundreds and even thousands of cancer-related deaths.   For more information on I-890, please see http://www.breatheeasywa.org/. 

· American Cancer Society: Relay for Life Team Captain.  I began volunteering with the American Cancer Society nine years ago by participating in Tacoma’s City of Destiny Relay for Life event.  In the spring of 2003, I started my own team of fourteen for the Puyallup Relay for Life; we raised more than $8,000 in support of my aunt.  I am currently forming a team to run again in June 2004.  
· American Cancer Society: Speak Out Volunteer Educator.  Speak Out provides training for youth in community advocacy in the fight against cancer.  As a volunteer I present to students on topics relating to advocacy, event organization and planning, and the harms of tobacco use.
· Athena Partners: Spokesperson.  I was recently approached by the founder of Athena Partners (www.athenapartners.org), Trish May, to represent their company through promotional work.   Athena is a new brand of bottled water for which 100% of net profits are donated to cancer research and education, and is available at Western Washington Safeway, Top Foods, Tully’s, QFC, Metropolitan Market, Thriftway, Bartell’s, and other stores.  Our relationship is continuing to develop and I plan to fully support the goals of this company through volunteerism and promotional work, beginning on June 6th at the Seattle Komen Race for the Cure http://www.komenseattle.org/rftc.html.  
· Seattle Cancer Care Alliance: Patient/Family Volunteer.  As a volunteer I provide practical, emotional, and social support on a weekly basis for a patient who is receiving treatment at the SCCA.

· Locks of Love: Hair Donor.  In the summer of 2003, I donated ten inches of my hair to Locks of Love, an organization that makes wigs free of charge for financially disadvantaged children with long-term medical hair loss due to cancer and other conditions.  
I am currently brewing up other ideas to support my platform.  If you are interested in hearing more or potentially having me speak in a classroom or at an event, please contact info@missseattle.org or call ------.
